
The following section provides a series of images 
that illustrate various approaches that can be taken 
to express specific design concepts for public and 
private properties along the Rand Road Corridor.  
These design concepts are summarized through 
annotated graphics on the following pages.

These design concepts are illustrative of ideas intended to enhance 
the Rand Road Corridor in a manner that: builds up a distinct char-
acter for the corridor; provides amenities and a scale appropriate for 
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians; boosts the vitality of business-
es, property values for property owners, and tax revenue for the 
Village; encourages greater transit ridership; and advances a safe, 
accessible, and welcoming multimodal environment for all users.  
For the purpose of the design concepts, public properties general-
ly encompass areas within the roadway right-of-way and proper-
ties owned by a public entity.  In the case of Rand Road, which is a 
State-controlled road, design enhancements would require coordi-
nation with the Department of Transportation.  Pedestrian and bicy-
clist related ideas would have to be considered in light of safety and 
efficiency recommendations in the transportation element of the 
corridor plan.  In addition, some of the concepts may be more ap-
propriate for other local and collector roads leading to the corridor.

Regarding private properties, the design concepts shown are sug-
gested for owners and are meant to complement the development 
and design standards already established in the Village’s Zoning Or-
dinance, with the primary difference being a focus on the Rand Road 
Corridor.  In addition, these concepts might be considered by the 

Village to recommend, where appropriate, as part of future devel-
opment approvals.  For existing properties, the Village may choose 
to evaluate a façade improvement program.  This type of program 
could be modeled after the one in the downtown, but would require 
identification of an independent funding source.

As the Village updates the zoning code, some design related items 
should be considered to ensure that they are appropriate for mod-
ern practices and do not create internal conflicts.  An example of one 
requirement that has been considered challenging to implement is 
having the base of a sign match building materials.  While this can 
create a consistent appearance, it can have the result of limiting de-
sign creativity and aesthetic quality of the sign (or the building).
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CHAPTER 5

DESIGN CONCEPTS
FOR PUBLIC & PRIVATE PROPERTIES



(1) The Village presently has one welcome monument sign along the corridor at the 
northwest corner of Rand Road and Central Road.  The Village may consider constructing 
similar welcome monument signs at two other key Rand Road intersections, Euclid Ave-
nue and Camp McDonald Road (as noted in the 2000 Corridor Improvement Plan), which 
both mark entry into Mount Prospect from neighboring communities.

(2) Vertical signage can provide greater visibility along a high traffic corridor like Rand 
Road, particularly signs that have distinct features that catch the eyes of passersby and 
emphasize the identity of Mount Prospect.  Vertical signs, which could be designed to 
reflect the current model, are typically placed at key entry points into a corridor or com-
munity for maximum impact, but they can also be placed at key intersections or midpoints 
along the corridor.

(3) (4) Randhurst Village is a good example of a major development with multiple busi-
nesses and tenants using signage to help brand itself along Rand Road.  Even a multi-
tenant strip retail center or office complex can take a similar approach to brand its image.

(5) Landscaping can help enhance the vibrancy of a monument sign.  Landscaping can 
also screen ancillary features like light fixtures and utility boxes relating to the sign.

(6) Businesses should be provided with a certain level of flexibility to provide creative signs 
that highlight their logos and colors using different construction materials and designs.

(7) Interior directional signage is encouraged within large parking lots to help navigate 
drivers to the entrance and exit points of the lot.  This is even more important for existing 
sites that may experience a reorientation of its parking lot or site access points due to new 
development or site consolidation.

(8) Directory signs have greater visibility and user-friendliness when constructed in a ver-
tical manner such that the map and information is visible from a distance and at eye level.
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(1) (2) Pedestrian crossings should provide a safe and visible access. Where necessary, 
they may include refuge for pedestrians at the midpoint of the roadway.  Low-level 
landscaping, curbs, and decorative pavers can be installed to help accentuate the crossing 
to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. All roadway crossings should comply with ADA 
standards to ensure safe access for all abilities and ages.

(3) (4) Decorative pavers, road stamping, and striping are effective ways to accentuate a 
crosswalk, providing visual cues to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

(5) Sidewalks along the street should connect to nearby businesses, particularly if such 
businesses integrate sidewalks and crosswalks within their sites.  One notable example 
along the Rand Road Corridor is this sidewalk connection to the Dunkin Donuts/Baskin 
Robbins store located south of Menards, which provides a sidewalk leading from Rand 
Road to a crosswalk and the front entrance of the store.  Other notable examples are 
located along Elmhurst Road for restaurant outlots on the west side of Randhurst Village.

(6) Landscaping in parking lots can help create a more inviting pedestrian experience by 
softening the hardscapes, creating green buffers along sidewalks, and providing shade 
relief.  Landscaping also reduces the amount of impervious surfaces in a parking lot.

(7) For businesses that provide parking at the sides or rear of the building, pedestrian 
walkways should be provided so that patrons can safely walk from their cars to the build-
ing’s main entrance.  These walkways can be constructed of pervious materials rather 
than concrete to help reduce impervious surfaces and add variation in the materials and 
textures on the site.
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(1) Standard bike racks are relatively easy to install.  Bike racks installed in highly visible 
areas provide visual cues that a street corridor or district is accessible for bicyclists.  All 
bike racks highlighted in this section should be installed in well-lit areas and in close prox-
imity to building entrances.

(2) Bike racks can be set up on the street within the right-of-way, particularly in area that 
can sacrifice one or two on-street parking spaces to accommodate the racks.

(3) Vertical bike racks take up less space on the ground and can help dress up a blank 
wall.

(4) Bike storage cages or bins provide protection from the elements.

(5) Bike rack areas can utilize pervious materials to promote sustainable practices.

(6) Communities can brand bike racks, such as this street-side rack in Lake Geneva.  The 
Village could explore options to brand racks specifically for the Rand Road Corridor or 
Mount Prospect as a whole.

(7) Bike racks paired with bus stops can help promote transit ridership.  This may be par-
ticularly appealing to a resident who may wish to take one of the four bus routes serving 
Rand Road but can only (or prefers to) access the bus stop by bike.

(8) Bike racks can be fun with creative and whimsical designs like this tomato-shaped 
children’s bike rack.  Local symbols like Prospect High School’s Knight mascot, Hersey 
High School’s Huskies mascot, or the Village logo may lend inspiration to a unique bike 
rack design for Mount Prospect.
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(9) On-street bike paths can utilize different paving materials or colors to differentiate from 
the auto travel lanes, which helps to increase safety for bicyclists and motorist.

(10) Vertical signage, which is visible at eye level or slightly above, can help distinguish the 
appropriate lanes for bikes and pedestrians on shared used paths.

(11) Sharrows are a common way to signify an on-street space for bike travel that is 
shared with auto travel.  Bikes and cars share the same travel lane, with the sharrow 
indicating the general space intended for bikes.

(12) Similar to vertical signage, on-street markers can help differentiate the appropriate 
lanes for bikes and pedestrians on shared used paths.  These go a step further than shar-
rows in that they can also provide lines and other markings on the pavement to further 
delineate the designated spaces for bikes and pedestrians.

(13) A community can work with private enterprises or institutions to set up a bike share 
program, such as the Divvy program in the City of Chicago.  Divvy recently expanded into 
suburban communities, including Oak Park and Evanston.  There are instances where a 
private entity has purchased a set of Divvy bikes and dock for use by its patrons; for ex-
ample, AMLI real estate developer paid for the installation of Divvy stations outside of two 
of its apartment buildings for use by their residents.  Businesses at Randhurst Village or 
Kensington Business Center may explore the potential to pool their resources to provide 
bike share options for their customers and employees.
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(1) As space permits in the right-of-way, all bus stops should be outfitted with a shelter that 
includes a roof, bench, Pace bus schedule, and sign indicating the Pace bus routes that 
make stops at each location.  For those bus routes serving a nearby Metra commuter rail 
station, a map of the bus service route would be helpful, particularly for transit riders who 
may be unfamiliar with the route.  These amenities provide transit riders with a safe place 
to wait for a bus, including protection from inclement weather and a schedule to know 
when to expect the next bus.  If resources allow, bus shelters with electronic real-time bus 
trackers are encouraged so that transit riders have a more exact indication as to when 
to expect the next bus.  Mount Prospect presently has a contract with ICSC to provide 
shelters, which specifies design characteristics of a standard shelter.  As a result, certain 
design elements noted above would need to be discussed with ICSC.

(2) At minimum, each bus stop should have a concrete waiting pad and sign posting the 
Pace bus routes that make stops at each location and a general daily schedule of each bus 
route.  The signs should be highly visible for pedestrians, bus drivers, and other motorists.  
Bus stop locations must also be coordinated with Pace’s posted stops program, with stop 
improvements being implemented as feasible.

(3) Bus shelters should have an appropriate level of lighting to ensure safety for transit 
riders awaiting a bus during the dark hours of night and early morning. [Note: Pace is not 
responsible for lighting along the corridor.]

(4) Sidewalks and other pedestrian connections should be integrated with all bus shelters 
to ensure riders can safely access nearby businesses.  This example shows an appropri-
ate pedestrian connection from a bus shelter to restaurants and retail uses along Elmhurst 
Road on the west side of Randhurst Village.

(5) Bus shelters provide opportunities for public art to help dress up the streetscape and 
provide visual interest for transit riders waiting for the bus.  Art pieces, however, should 
provide appropriate scale and intensity to avoid conflicts with pedestrian safety, access, 
and visibility, particularly from the bus driver’s perspective.

NOTE: The Village will need to coordinate 
with Pace and other vendors or providers 
to determine which party is responsible for 
the installation and maintenance of transit 
amenities, as well as ensure that these 
amenities align with transit supportive land 
uses, help create a sense of place, and 
advance safe pedestrian access.  Pace’s 
Transit Supportive Guidelines and DRAFT 
Program are useful resources.
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(1) Wall mounted lights should ensure the light is directed downward to minimize glare.  
Whether mounted on a wall or affixed to a pole, LED lights are encouraged due to their 
energy efficiency, durability, minimal UV/radiated heat emissions, temperature adaptabili-
ty, flexible light dispersement, and environmental friendliness.

(2) (3) Buildings should be encouraged to provide a lighting scheme that combines exterior 
lighting with ambient lighting from the interior through permeable building fronts to help 
illuminate the sidewalk and outdoor spaces at night or on overcast days.  This type of light-
ing scheme also helps to accentuate exterior building features.

(4) Tall light poles are appropriate for parking lots to provide greater light coverage, as 
long as light spillover is minimized at the property line.  The maximum height of light poles 
should adhere to the 30 ft maximum, per the Village’s Zoning Code.

(5) Light poles set at a lower height create a more intimate and pedestrian-oriented 
environment along a street or within a plaza.  Ornamental or historic style light fixtures are 
also appropriate in this context to add to the distinct quality of the environment.  To further 
enhance the pedestrian experience, shorter light poles can also provide opportunities for 
elevated plantings and banners that promote community events.
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(1) (2) Landscaping within parking lot islands, parkways, and other open areas helps to 
reduce impervious surfaces, provide shade relief, screen utility features, and soften the 
hardscapes of the parking lot.

(3) Monument signs for businesses along the corridor should be enhanced with landscap-
ing, particularly integrating native plantings where possible to reduce maintenance costs.  
Landscaping can also screen ancillary features like light fixtures and utility boxes relating 
to or located around the monument sign.

(4) Native plantings should be integrated into detention ponds, rain gardens, and 
bioswales to promote natural filtration and irrigation to conserve water, reduce mainte-
nance costs, eliminate the need for pesticides and other chemicals, and support biodiver-
sity.

(5) Hedgerows should be installed along rows of parking that face the street to help shield 
car headlights shining onto the street.  The hedgerow can integrate a variety of plant types 
set at a minimum height to encourage diversity in landscaping.

(6) Utility poles and wires that are currently above ground should be buried below the 
ground to remove visual clutter along the corridor.  Given the expense and significant 
physical alterations associated with the burial of utility lines, this type of project should be 
combined with other infrastructure improvement projects along the corridor.
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(1) The steps Randhurst Village has taken – from bringing buildings closer to the street, 
creating a more pedestrian-oriented environment, and providing a unique open air 
experience – serve as an exemplary local model for placemaking along the Rand Road 
Corridor.  While these steps were completed at a large scale for Randhurst Village, they 
can be adapted for smaller sites for a single development or a group of developments.  
For example, the potential Randhurst Village outlot that would be created by vacating a 
portion of Kensington Road could build upon the center’s placemaking approach to bring 
new development even closer to Rand Road.

(2) Open plazas provide flexibility for a variety of activities and amenities, such as commu-
nity events, sidewalk sales, benches, outdoor seating and dining, bicycle racks, etc.  While 
plazas work well in a large center like Randhurst Village, a plaza can be successful on a 
smaller site if designed properly, such as bringing the building close to the sidewalk and 
street, providing connectivity between the plaza and sidewalks, and attracting businesses 
that would utilize the plaza for its own activities (e.g., outdoor dining, displays, seating, 
etc.).

(3) Public art is a creative means to build up a corridor’s identity.  The Village could work 
with local artists or arts students and commission a public art project via permanent or 
temporary art pieces like sculptures.  The butterfly public art pieces that were positioned at 
various spots around Downtown Mount Prospect may serve as an example.

(4) The Village of Mount Prospect’s logo and Village Hall architecture may lend design 
cues to elements that boost the identity of the Rand Road Corridor.  While banners are 
commonly hoisted on light poles along a corridor, other elements like welcome mon-
ument signs and vertical gateway markers that share a common design and materials 
palette can help define the Rand Road Corridor as a distinct place within Mount Prospect.

1 2

3 4

RAND ROAD CORRIDOR PLAN | VILLAGE OF MOUNT PROSPECT 57

REVIEW DRAFT  -  Last Revised: November 7, 2016 DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR PUBLIC & PRIVATE PROPERTIES  | 5

PLACEMAKING & CORRIDOR IDENTITY
DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR PUBLIC & PRIVATE PROPERTIES



(1) The use of masonry construction is a strong design element in Mount Prospect and 
should be encouraged as new buildings are proposed and constructed in the Rand Road 
Corridor.  Visual appeal of the building construction, materials, and massing should be 
maintained as best as possible on sides of the building to encourage consistency through 
360° architecture and discourage completely blank or monotonous rear and side façades.

(2) Large glass windows and doors are encouraged to enable ambient light to filter into 
buildings and provide visibility to interior spaces.  Paired with metal or fabric awnings, 
the integration of large glass windows and doors also helps to break up the monotony of 
masonry façades.

(3) While masonry construction is highly encouraged, other materials like metal and glass 
may also be utilized, either as primary or complimentary materials.

(4) The architectural styles seen in Downtown Mount Prospect may provide design cues 
for buildings along the Rand Road Corridor.

(5) Rear and side façades that face the public right-of-way should maintain visual appeal 
with 360° architecture and integrate signage for businesses that desire visibility on these 
secondary or tertiary frontages.  This is of particular importance for developments located 
at street intersections or within a larger site like Randhurst Village that has its own interior 
road system.

(6) Utilizing the same materials in the primary building and signage can create a more 
cohesive development with a shared design palette.
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(1) Outdoor seating areas for restaurants and cafés bring life to plazas and the streets-
cape.  While they are more commonly seen in compact districts like Downtown Mount 
Prospect, there are examples of outdoor seating areas in the Rand Road Corridor, 
including Randhurst Village.  Additional outdoor seating areas should be integrated where 
feasible.

(2) Parking areas should integrate landscaping within the parkway and interior islands to 
reduce the amount of impervious surfaces, promote stormwater management benefits 
on-site, and provide shade relief via ornamental trees.

(3) Plazas, such as the ones in Randhurst Village, provide open areas for outdoor seating, 
sidewalk sales, events, and informal social gatherings and interaction.  They also help 
break up the massing of buildings.

(4) Where feasible, parking should be located to the sides and/or rear of a building to help 
bring the building closer to the street.  Even if side or rear parking is built into a site, one or 
two rows of “teaser” parking at the front of the building can still be provided to ensure a 
certain amount of parking is visible from the road.

(5) Underutilized spaces can make ideal locations for bike racks.  For example, this image 
indicates a set of bike racks on the side of a trash enclosure that has visibility from one 
of the entrances into Randhurst Village.  Since some underutilized spaces don’t have the 
benefit of strong visibility, wayfinding signage may be needed to point patrons towards 
these amenities.  Amenities such as bike racks should be placed close to building entranc-
es and in well-lit areas to provide safe spaces for users of these elements.
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(1) Permeable materials should be considered for sidewalks, bikeways, and other paths, 
where feasible, to reduce the amount of impervious surfaces on a site and soften up the 
hardscapes of paved areas.

(2) Vertical landscaping such as ivy on walls or trellises can help cover or break up the 
monotony of blank façades, particularly on the sides or rear of a building.  This method 
can also help cool the building in a natural manner.

(3) Integration of planting beds and other landscaped areas can help break up large areas 
with impervious surfaces to increase permeability and soften the hardscapes of paved 
areas.

(4) Native plantings should be integrated into detention ponds, rain gardens, and 
bioswales to promote natural filtration and irrigation to conserve water, reduce mainte-
nance costs, eliminate the need for pesticides and other chemicals, and support biodiver-
sity.

(5) Integration of rain gardens or bioswales in road parkways, medians, or other open 
spaces help to manage stormwater using natural plantings and filtration into the ground.  
The Village may consider collaborating with local organizations or schools to adopt and 
care for a rain garden or bioswale, which promote community stewardship and distribute 
the responsibility of maintenance.

(6) Permeable pavers or other sustainable paving materials should be considered where 
feasible for parking lots, plazas, sidewalks, and bike paths to help promote stormwater 
management and add different textures to the streetscape.
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