
The Rand Road corridor through Mount Prospect has a significant impact on the 
community’s character, transportation access, and availability of good and services.  
While a major transportation corridor, Rand Road includes a variety of business and 
residential areas that create a variable (as opposed to uniform) pattern of land uses.  
As a major stakeholder, Mount Prospect has a strong history planning for and invest-
ing in the area to support the benefits that accrue from the corridor.

From an economic development standpoint, sales and property taxes from commer-
cial sites contribute to the Village’s tax base.  With the recently renovated Randhurst 
Village as a focal point and new buildings and businesses going in regularly, the area is 
an active and vital part of the Mount Prospect.  Not surprisingly, the Village has a great 
deal at stake in supporting the success of this corridor so that it continues to attract 
visitors and serve as a resource to residents.

From a transportation standpoint, Rand Road is a major element of the road network 
in the northwest Chicago region.  It carries a significant amount of traffic and brings 
many shoppers and employees to local businesses.  Conversely, the amount of traffic 
and related congestion can create challenges for traversing the corridor and reaching 
those businesses.  While this is mostly thought of as a vehicular problem, it also relates 
to those on bike and on foot.  Since more emphasis is placed today on non-motorized 
transportation than when the corridor developed, there is room for enhancement re-
garding sidewalks and paths along the corridor and the ability to cross Rand Road.

While a majority of users who visit or pass through the Rand Road Corridor are 
traveling by car, there is opportunity to enhance safe and accessible pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities, particularly with a greater emphasis on non-motorized transporta-
tion today than when the corridor developed.
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STUDY PURPOSE

The purpose of this plan is to support the Village’s ongoing work to 
maintain the balance of benefits and challenges that are presented 
by Rand Road.  This document considers land use, zoning, urban 
design, and market characteristics of the corridor, and makes rec-
ommendations to enhance them.  However, much of the focus is on 
transportation elements of the corridor.  Consideration goes beyond 
the automobile to also account for Pace bus riders, pedestrians, and 
bicyclists.  Considering this range of topics will help to find and main-
tain the balance of corridor issues and opportunities that are facts of 
life along all high volume roads: More cars creates greater visibility 
and benefits businesses, but also creates the need to manage relat-
ed vehicle volumes and speeds.

Rand Road presents an additional degree of challenge in that it 
passes through the region at an angle – creating unusual intersec-
tions and development parcels as it interacts with the grid pattern 
of roadways in the region and Mount Prospect.  This is particularly 
challenging where the road crosses an intersection with two other 
roads – creating a six-way (rather than the more common four-
way) intersection.  These most challenging conditions are found on 
the corridor at the intersections of Rand Road/Route 83/Kensington 
Road and Rand Road/Central Road/Mount Prospect Road.

STUDY APPROACH

To take a new look at the issues and opportunities along the Rand 
Road corridor, the Village, with support from a grant from the Re-
gional Transportation Agency (RTA), engaged the consultant team 
of Teska Associates, Inc. (land use, zoning, and urban design), Kim-
ley Horn (transportation), Goodman Williams Associates (market), 
and Gandhi & Associates (traffic) to evaluate the corridor’s existing 
conditions and potential for the future.  The project began with due 
diligence efforts that collected all relevant data, reviewed past stud-
ies, and sought community input through stakeholder meetings, 

open houses, a project website, and a survey.  The process also 
incorporated the insights of a Steering Committee that included Vil-
lage staff, regional transportation agencies, and corridor property 
owners.  After those foundational efforts, the work began to devel-
op and evaluate alternative strategies for addressing transportation, 
land use, market, and urban design issues.  Those considerations 
and related recommendations are the heart of this plan.

USING THE PLAN

The implementation chapter of this plan outlines an approach for 
tackling items large and small along the corridor.  These are aimed 
at continuing to manage the challenges and opportunities present-
ed by the corridor.  Implementation recommendations range from 
supporting options for people to travel by means other than car to 
engaging partners in regards to economic development opportuni-
ties.  The most significant issues tackled in the plan is the question 
of, “How can we reduce or eliminate congestion and increase safe-
ty at the two major intersections of Rand/Route 83/Kensington and 
Rand/Central/Mount Prospect?”  The issues have vexed the drivers, 
pedestrians, the Village, and other agencies for decades.  While this 
plan did consider how to address the lengthy waits at those inter-
sections, it must be noted that the answers are presented as a policy 
choice rather than a specific recommendation for action. 

The Rand Road Corridor Plan provides recommendations for 
enhancing the transportation, land use, zoning, urban design, and 
market aspects of the corridor.  While emphasis is primarily on 
the transportation network that defines the corridor, this extends 
beyonds vehicular travel to also cover amenities and facilities for 
transit riders, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

The angle at which Rand Road passes through the region 
creates unusual intersections and parcels that pose chal-
lenges for navigation, accessibility, and development.
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consideration when something must be done.  To shed additional 
light on this consideration, two findings from the study are notewor-
thy, as highlighted below.

PLAN CONTENTS

Chapter 2: Existing Conditions summarizes the land use, zoning, ur-
ban design, transportation, and market assessments conducted as 
part of this planning process.  Full details of the work are included as 
appendices to the plan.

Chapter 3: Transportation Improvement Concepts describes short 
and long term recommendations to enhance transportation systems 
along the corridor.

Chapter 4: Development Concepts outlines land use and zoning con-
cepts for consideration regarding changes to the Village Code, as 
well as concept plans for potential development sites.

Chapter 5: Design Concepts presents suggestions for urban design 
enhancements to the Rand Road right of way and private sites along 
the corridor.

Chapter 6: Market Strategy provides suggestions for increasing the 
profile of Rand Road and Mount Prospect in the region to advance 
Village economic development goals.

Chapter 7: Implementation presents a structured implementation 
program in a matrix format to highlight priorities, partnerships, and 
resources to advance the plan.

To be clear, there is no simple, fast, or convenient answer to the con-
gestion questions.  That will not be surprising to anyone familiar with 
the area.  As the saying goes, “If it was easy, it would have been 
done by now.”  One alternative evaluated some years ago involved 
a series of off-ramps and partial clover leaf designs.  This didn’t get 
traction as it eliminated some businesses and made access to others 
complex.  However, the question has long been asked in Mount 
Prospect and elsewhere.  Roadways like Palatine Road have seen 
answers to the question through more free flow of traffic, but driv-
ers on those roads have limited on/off access and the intersections 
require long wait times to get onto or cross the road.

Yet the question is a legitimate one and recommendations are in-
cluded in this plan.  The alternatives are not simple.  At the Rand/
Route 83/Kensington intersection the approach that provides the 
greatest benefit in reducing traffic delays is to close Kensington 
Road to create a four-way intersection with Rand and Route 83.  
For the Rand/Central/Mount Prospect intersection the approach that 
provides the greatest benefit in reducing travel delays is to eliminate 
access from Mount Prospect Plaza at the Rand Road / Mount Pros-
pect Road driveway.  Analysis indicates that allocating time for that 
traffic movement creates delays and contributes to traffic backups 
in the short leg of Mount Prospect Road north of Central Road.  Ac-
cess to the center would continue at Central Road and be relocated 
further north along Rand Road.

It is important to remember that finding the balance between conve-
nient access to stores and faster traffic flow is not always a choice 
between compatible goals.  If cars move faster or stop for short-
er times, the result is that drivers do not as readily see or stop at 
businesses.  So, should the Village and other agencies pursue these 
changes? Again, that is not a near or mid-term recommendation of 
this plan.  However, it is the answer to the question, “What do we 
have to do to make getting through those intersections quicker?”  
Taking less dramatic action will not be sufficient to improve the situ-
ation.  On the other hand, more disruptive changes (e.g., additional 
road closures, traffic circles, etc.) were evaluated and do not pro-
vided significantly greater benefit.  Therefore, this finding is not a 
recommendation that there is an absolute need to change the road 
configurations; it is an answer to the question.  Should there be a 
time when congestion and its impact on residents’ quality of life and 
Village’s economic development ever reach a point where address-
ing the congestion is essential, these options should receive strong 

TWO NOTEWORTHY FINDINGS
Congestion is an inconvenience but motorists have devised their own work-arounds: In nearly 
every discussion with a local resident or employee, virtually none identified the congestion at 
the major intersections (particularly Rand/Route 83/Kensington) because they have developed 
their own alternative routes for avoiding them.  In fact, people gladly offered their short cuts in 
careful detail, with routes depending on where they were coming from, where they were going 
to, and what was the time of day.  While not studied, regional users of the corridor are assumed 
to consider these intersections no more or less an inconvenience than other challenging Rand 
Road intersections, such as the Rand/Palatine/Arlington Heights Road area.  In short, users did 
not identify the delay as a significant issue.

“What do we have to do to make getting through those intersec-
tions quicker?”  Taking less dramatic action will not be sufficient 
to improve the situation.  More disruptive changes do not always 
provide maximum benefit either.  While there is not an absolute 
need to modify road configurations, these options should receive 
strong consideration when something must be done, particularly 
when congestion reaches a tipping point that adversely impacts 
the quality of life and economic development in Mount Prospect.

Congestion increases visibility for businesses 
rather than decreases the customer base: 
Interviews with stakeholders indicated that 
businesses do not find the congestion at the 
intersections to be deterrent to current and 
potential customers.  Just the opposite, it was 
noted that the ability to see business from the 
corridor while driving in traffic waiting at an 
intersection increases their visibility.
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